A 37 year old Vietnamese woman 30 weeks into her first pregnancy presented with sudden severe headache and progression to unconsciousness over 30 minutes. In 1991 she was diagnosed as having migraine and a single generalised convulsion; an EEG and brain CT at that time were normal. There was no family history of note and she was taking no medication. On admission she was obtunded with pronounced neck stiVness and low grade pyrexia; there was no response to speech and pain produced incomprehensible sounds and limb withdrawal, there was no eye opening. Pupils were reactive to light and fundi were normal. Limb tone and tendon reflexes were generally increased with flexor plantar responses.

